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SECRET JIDDA 4376 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, SA 

SUBJECT: SAG CONCERNED AT REPERCUSSIONS OF CONTINUED 
FIGHTING 

REF: JIDDA 4356 (NOTAL) 

FOLLOWING IS REPORT PREPARED BY BRITISH EMBASSY FIRST 
SECRETARY ARMITAGE ON BASIS HIS RIYADH TALKS OCT 8 AND 9. 
QUOTE 1. MR. ARMITAGE SAW A NUMBER OF OFFICIALS IN RIYADH 
YESTERDAY AND SENT DOWN A REPORT THIS MORNING. FOLLOWING 
SUMMARIZES MAIN POINTS TO EMERGE: 

A. WITHOUT EXCEPTION OFFICIALS ASKED WHY SADAT HAD ATTACKED 
(SOME WERE VERY CRITICAL OF HIM) AND EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT 
SAUDI ARABIA MIGHT BECOME PHYSICALLY INVOLVED AND ABOUT 
SAUDI ARABIA'S POSITION GENERALLY. 

B. CONCERN WAS ALSO EXPRESSED THAT IF JORDAN AND SAUDI 
ARABIA STOOD BACK FROM THE FIGHTING THEY WOULD BE HELD 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY EGYPTIAN/SYRIAN DEFEAT, AND THAT 
THIS COULD HAVE SERIOUS LONG-TERM REPERCUSSIONS AT HOME. 
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THERE WAS ALSO SOME CONCERN AT THE THOUGHT THAT SAUDI 
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ARABIA WOULD BE IN AN AWKWARD POSITION IF THE ARABS WON 
AND SHE HAD NOT BEEN PHYSICALLY INVOLVED. 

C. GENERAL HOPE WAS THAT EGYPT WOULD BE ABLE TO HOLD THE 
CANAL (HARDLY A WORD OF SYMPATHY FOR SYRIA) AND THAT THE 
GREAT POWERS WOULD RESTRAIN ISRAEL FROM A MASSIVE COUNTER- 
ATTACK. 

D. NO REPEAT NO SUGGESTIONS OF "THE BRITISH ARE BEHIND 
IT". MIXED VIEWS ON WHETHER IT WAS A PRO-ARAB OR ANTI- 
ARAB MOVE TO CALL FOR CEASEFIRE/SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING. 
END QUOTE. 
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